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In 1866, veterans of the Union forces formed an organization called the Grand Army of the Republic 
(G.A.R.).  Over the next 80 years, the G.A.R. met annually in both state and national encampments.  
The National Women’s Relief Corps, an auxiliary of the G.A.R., planted this tree in honor of the Civil 

War veterans during a national encampment in Des Moines. 
 


